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mocked the weak instead of saving them, his strength, excellence and beauty- 
would be those of an animal. He would have power but not virtue 
(p. 170). 

To the reviewer it seems there is no essential contradiction 
involved. There are relations in which friendly visiting is per- 
fectly natural, such as the poor with the locally neighboring poor 
and in intra-group and intra-class relationships; and others where 
it closely approximates naturalness as in the case of a friendly 
visitor in a charity organization society, or sometimes in that of 
the resident of a social settlement. Also there are relations in 
which income-altruism is a perfectly natural form of service, 
e. g., in all forms of mediated and endowed charity, civic improve- 
ment, and general constructive social work. In these latter relations 
neighborliness — as the result of territorial or group community — 
and friendly visiting are unnatural and incompetent. The com- 
parative value of the two kinds of service is difficult to determine, 
but that both have value in their appropriate spheres is not to be 
doubted. 

The New Basis of Civilisation is exceedingly suggestive, pro- 
vokes one to thought, and submits a programme for the recon- 
struction of our civilization. It is perhaps too much to require that 
a book of such small compass should be convincing at all points. 
There are, moreover, some statements that are not at all evident. 
It may be doubted whether an "income-altruism" and a "socialized- 
capitalist" would have any raison d'etre in a reign of surplus. The 
author challenges our faith as to the reality of the land of surplus, 
and it is hard saying when he bids us say farewell to certain homely 
virtues even though born of need. 

Thomas J. Riley 

The University of Missouri 



Report of the Librarian of Congress and Report of the Superin- 
tendent of the Library Building and Grounds. For the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1907. Washington: Govern- 
ment Printing Office, 1907. 
This report from the pens of Mr. Herbert Putnam and Mr. 
Bernard R. Green deserves notice in a sociological journal, not 
only for the reason that it is an interesting document concerning 
governmental provision made for the knowledge interest of the 
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population, but also for the further academic reason that it is an 
instructive study in the art of making a report. To the pro- 
fessional librarian pp. 54-60 will be of special interest. We learn 
that 774,144 cards were filed; 43 sections were either recatalogued 
entirely or are now in process of recataloguing ; considerable prog- 
ress has been made in securing uniformity of Catalogue rules in 
the United Kingdom and the United States. 

Considerable interest attaches to the acquisition by the Library 
of Congress of the private library of Mr. Yudin of Siberia, com- 
prising 80,000 volumes all relating to Russia and Siberia, and all 
save about 12,000 volumes in the Russian language. So ample a 
collection, so well balanced, in this particular field may not exist 
outside of Russia. The owner's manuscript catalogue accompanies 
the collection. 

It is rather significant that in the same year in which the library 
secured this valuable collection of books concerning Russia there 
was also added a similar library concerning Japan. This is a 
valuable "working collection for the student of Japanese literature, 
history, and institutions. It is the personal selection of Professor 
Asakawa, formerly of Dartmouth, now of the faculty of Yale 
University. 

The general reader may be interested in the figures of the Copy- 
right Office. There were in the fiscal year 11,255 foreign and 
112,574 domestic entries, a total of 123,829. The present status of 
the copyright law is discussed in an interesting manner. The 
attention of serious investigators may justly be called to pp. 70-78, 
and the last appendix, which give complete information concerning 
the unique privileges accorded to unique persons by the most 
unique library in the civilized world. 

Hugo P. J. Selinger 

Chicago, III. 



New Reading of Evolution: A Study Plan Correlating the 
Known Facts of Nature and Forming a Scientific Basis for 
a Synthetic Philosophy of Individual and Social Life. By 
Henry Clayton Thompson. Chicago: New Reading 
Publishing Co. Pp. 355. 
Reading this book one gets the impression that the author is an 

intelligent man of fair general education, but with no scientific or 



